


 
 

 

One of the best ways to understand a young person’s world 
is to get him or her to talk about it while you listen, but as 
most parents know, that can sometimes be very difficult!  
This conversation will be all to familiar: 
 

Parent: How was your day?     Teenager: All right. 
Parent: What happened?          Teenager: Nothing much. 
 

Why don’t you try some of these questions with your teen 
to try and get them to open up? 
 

•What was the coolest (or strangest, or most frustrating) 
thing that happened at school today? 
•What’s made you laugh recently? 
•What was the highlight of your day?  What was the 
low point? 
•If you could change one thing about your school (or 
youth group or even this family!), what would it be? 
Why’s that? 
•What’s the best thing someone has done for you this 
week? 
 

So, next time you’re in the car or sitting at the dinner table 
try out one of these questions and see if you can learn 
something new about your teen! 

Junior High Youth Ministry 
7th & 8th Grades 

The Need 
Early adolescence is a very critical and difficult time in a person's life. The operative word in early adolescence is 
"change," and lots of it!  Educators, psychologists, and youth ministers have stated that junior high school might 
be the last great opportunity we have to positively impact and assist a child in his or her educational, spiritual, 
emotional, and social development. 
 
Junior High School adolescents are trying to figure out who they are and what they believe. They are struggling to 
put the pieces of their life's puzzle together. 
 
It is during this "doubting Thomas phase" that many youngsters become leery of their faith and begin to question 
as well as doubt what they believed as children.  
  
Those who minister to Junior High youth are in the seed-planting business. They are working with kids who still 
have many significant and important decisions ahead of them, and the ministering adult has the opportunity to 
plant the seeds of Jesus’ love, hope, and peace in the Junior High child. 
 
The EDGE provides an unparalleled moment in the life of a junior high youngster to offer guidance,  
reassurance, and Jesus' love to a group of people who have so many options and choices before them.  
 
The EDGE meets once a week.  Nowhere else in your child's daily life will there be an invitation and     
challenge to develop a deeper relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church than at The EDGE. 

R.A.K. 
Random Acts of  Kindness 
 

R.A.K. began as a youth group event, inspired by some of our  
teen peer leaders.  It was simple, our teens went out into the  
neighborhood around our church and gave each home a balloon, a flower, 
and some chocolate with an encouraging message. 
 
Inspired by the joy they found in making others happy, they, the teens, 
decided to make R.A.K. a regularly meeting group that will continue to 
spread joy all around!  What’s even more special is that R.A.K. is entirely 
youth led! 
 

If your teen is interested in joining R.A.K. the first meeting is  
Monday, October 27th @ 7pm! Please join us! 

 

VOLUNTEER 
Youth Ministry Needs Your Help!! 

 

There are a wide variety of ways that you can support 
youth ministry.  As you prepare to sign your teens up for 

our programs please consider if you are willing to help  
with any of the following areas: 

The EDGE Core Team Member: Helps Teach the EDGE teens 
TLC Core Team Member: Helps Teach the TLC teens 
Chaperone: Assists in Chaperoning YM events. (by availability/no commitment!) 
Prayer Partner: Prays for YM and helps with special prayer needs. 
Super Snack Guru: Helps to provide snacks for EDGE or TLC. 



“ God can do anything, you know — far more than you 
could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest 
dreams!  He does it not by pushing us around but by 

working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.” 
Ephesians 3: 20 (The Message)                            Patron of Students 

St. Thomas Aquinas is one of the greatest      
theologians in the history of the Church.  His 
mind was so keen that it is reported he could dictate to 4 scribes 
at the same time—each scribe working on a different chapter—
picking up  exactly where he had left off as he moved from one to 
the other.  His most famous work, the Summa Theologica (Latin 
for “Synthesis of Theology”), is still studied today.  His work was 
considered radical for his time, and was initially condemned   
because he drew on the works of any author—including Jewish 
and pagan writers—who had something true to say.  However, 
within 50 years of his death, Aquinas’ writings became the      
standard for most scholarly study.  Despite Aquinas’ genius he 
was given the nickname of “dumb ox,” because of his large size & 
silent ways. 
 

Evidently Thomas Aquinas’ family did not approve of his       
decision to become a Dominican priest.  After he first entered the 
monastery, his brothers kidnapped him and held him captive.  
They attempted to seduce him with an attractive woman to make 
him sway from his calling.  But St. Thomas had a deep faith as 
well as a great mind, and he was not swayed from his calling.  He 
is a perfect example of the Catholic understanding that faith and 
reason can coexist.  We celebrate St. Thomas’ feast day on   
January 28th. 

Taken from The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth, pg. 26 

The content of 'The Dark Knight' is far darker than 
the already bleak 'Batman Begins', and Christian     
parents should use caution in whether or not to allow  
children or younger, impressionable teenagers to see 
the film. The violence is heavy handed, and far more  
ruthless than in the original. Frankly, The Joker makes The  
Scarecrow from 'Batman Begins' look like a Saturday morning 
amateur. There is very little profanity in the film, much less than 
the first film, and practically no sexual content but the violence 
more than makes up for what other content is left out.  
 

The film hits on all sorts of different spiritual topics. Themes of 
sacrifice, redemption, fear, selfishness, revenge, and the basic    
sinfulness of man all present themselves in the film, along with a 
various host of others. Each character has their own world cave in 
around them, and each must persevere, or be sucked into the 
maelstrom. 

The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-III—adults.  The 
Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13—parents strongly  
cautioned.  Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13. 

IMAGINE… 
 ...a youth group where everyone is welcome. 
 ...deeper friendships, common experiences, like-minded vision. 
 ...teens laughing, crying and learning together. 
 …deeper faith in and relationship with Jesus 
 …sharing food, fun and games together. 
 

This Year… 
 ...we will become a powerful force for positive change in one another’s lives and in our community as we    

 discover our IDENTITY: who We Are In Faith. 
 

 We are praying that this awesome experience will touch teenagers hearts and lives with the power of 
 community and God’s love! 
 

BE… 
 ...a part of a youth ministry experience unlike any other 
 ...a stronger person of faith 

 ...WHO YOU ARE IN FAITH !!! 



Junior High Youth Ministry 
7th & 8th Grades 

Tuesdays 6-7:30pm 

September 
30th EDGE Night 
October 
7th EDGE Night 
14th EDGE Night 
21st EDGE Night 
28th EDGE Night 
November 
4th EDGE Night 
7th EDGE Lock-In 
11th NO EDGE Night 
18th EDGE Night 
25th NO EDGE Night 
December 
2nd EDGE Night 
9th EDGE Night 
16th EDGE Night 
 
 
 

January 
13th EDGE Night 
20th EDGE Night 
27th EDGE Night 
February 
3rd EDGE Night 
10th EDGE Night 
17th EDGE Night 
24th NO EDGE Night 
March 
3rd EDGE Night 
10th EDGE Night 
17th NO EDGE Night 
24th EDGE Night 
31st EDGE Night 
April 
7th NO EDGE Night 
14th EDGE Night 
21st EDGE Night 
28th EDGE Night 

September 
21st TLC Night 
28th TLC Night 
October 
5th TLC Night 
12th NO TLC Night 
19th TLC Night 
26th TLC Night 
November 
2nd TLC Night 
9th TLC Night 
16th TLC Night 
23rd TLC Night 
30th TLC Night 
December 
7th TLC Night 
14th TLC Night 
January 
11th TLC Night 
18th TLC Night 
25th TLC Night 

February 
1st TLC Night 
6-8th TLC Retreat: UCYC in Prescott 
15th NO TLC Night 
22nd TLC Night 
March 
1st TLC Night 
8th TLC Night 
15th NO TLC Night 
22nd NO TLC Night 
29th TLC Night 
April 
5th TLC Night 
12th NO TLC Night 
19th TLC Night 
26th TLC Night 


