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The Preparation of the Gifts (Part 1) 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST – OVERVIEW 

At the Last Supper, Jesus took the bread and wine, gave thanks, broke the bread and shared the cup, 
saying, “This is my Body” and “This is my Blood.”  In the same way at Mass, Christ, present through 
the priest, “in Persona Christi” celebrating the Mass, takes bread and wine, gives thanks and says the 
same words of Christ: “This is my Body… This is my Blood.”  As Catholics, we believe that through this 
action and the action of the Holy Spirit the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ 
which we share, just as the disciples did at the Last Supper. 
 
 

THE COLLECTION 
After we have sat down following the prayers of the faithful, the collection takes place.  The 
collection is not just a practical need that must take place but has spiritual significance as well.  The 
collection has existed at its current place in the Mass since the 2nd century.  In the early days of the 
church, people would bring whatever gift they had for the good of the community:  bread and wine 
for the Mass, but other gifts, too:  animals, eggs, produce, cloth, thus the necessity for the Lavabo, 
the washing of the hands, whatever was their best gift to offer and was needed for the good of the 
people.  In fact, to not bring anything for the community, or to bring something that wasn’t your 
best was considered an insult to the community!  In our modern society, where we work not 
necessarily for items but for a salary, the monetary gifts we place in the collection represent the gift 
of our lives, and the gift of living out the faith in the world during the past week.  When we bring 
forward the collection to the altar, it represents our lives also being united with the altar and what is 
about to take place.  While the offerings are being taken up, a song is usually sung.  This song should 
express our joy at what is about to take place in the Mass, and often will further reflect on the 
Gospel of the day. 
 
 

SETTING THE ALTAR 
Before the collection is brought forward, the altar servers assist the deacon or acolyte in preparing 
the altar for Mass.  The deacon or acolyte brings over the priest’s chalice and paten (a flat dish for 
holding the priest’s host), and unfolds a special cloth called a corporal where the chalice and paten 
are placed.  Sometimes, the chalice will be covered with a pall, a stiff piece of fabric designed to keep 
particulates or insects from flying into the chalice.  The servers bring the ciboria (vessels containing 
unconsecrated hosts) and cups for the precious blood.  All of the vessels to be consecrated are 
placed on a corporal.  The corporal is folded in a special way so that any particle of the host that falls 
from a host can be folded up and not brushed to the ground.  Whenever a vessel containing the 
Body or Blood of Christ is placed on the altar, it must be on a corporal. 
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Pope Benedict XVI has declared June 19, 2009 to June 19, 2010 to be a year for priests.  The Holy 
Father has declared this year as a time for prayer for vocations to the priesthood and as a time of 

renewal and spiritual growth for those who have been ordained priests.  During this Year for Priests, 
we will pray for vocations at the end of every Mass before the final blessing. 

 
Heavenly Father, during this Year for Priests, 

bless our diocese with the grace 
of many vocations to the priesthood from our parish. 

Through the intercession of our Blessed Mother, 
Grant to those You have called the courage to do your will. 

Grant also to those serving as priests 
the grace to serve with the faithfulness of Christ. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

In addition, Pope Benedict XVI has declared that we may receive a plenary indulgence, under the 
usual conditions, by attending Mass and offering prayers to Jesus Christ, the High Priest, for the 

priests of the Church.  The days when this indulgence can be received 
are: 

• The first Thursday of every month 
• August 4, 2009: Memorial of St. John Vianney, patron saint of all 

priests 
• June 19, 2010: the close of the Year for Priests. 

 
Please watch the bulletin throughout the Year for Priests for 

information about the faithful priests who serve All Saints Parish, as 
well as ways to pray for and encourage vocations to the priesthood! 

Deacon Will Schmid is ordained a priest 
on June 6, 2009, by 

 Bishop Thomas Olmsted. 

The priests of All Saints Parish 
 celebrating Mass,  

Holy Thursday 2008. 

FATHER’S DAY NOVENA   Begins Monday, June 22, 2009 
 

Please place your novena envelopes in the collection basket this weekend.  
There are additional envelopes in the back 

of the church. 



His Will, Our Mission   

All Saints Catholic Church 
1534 N. Recker Road 
Mesa, Arizona 85205 

(480) 985-7655 
www.asccm.org 

Make a lasting gift.  Remember All Saints in your Last Will and Testament   

PARISH STAFF   

Pastor:  Fr. Robert J. Caruso 
 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Gordon Aird             
Parish Manager:  Acolyte Steve Kohl                                                          

Front Office Receptionist:  Geri Adams                                                         
Front Office Receptionist:  Janice Cianfrani                                                        
Finance/Purchasing Manager:  Ann Palmer                                  

Capital Campaign/Human Resources:  Christine Gray                   
Music & Liturgy:  Anthony Casey                                                     

Coordinator Youth Ministry:  Candace McMillin                               
YM Administrative Assistant:  Patty Johnson  

Coordinator Whole Community Catechesis:  Ginnie Weingartner    
WCC Administrative Assistant: Karen Vega 

Gift Shop Manager:  Audrey Rouse  
Maintenance Supervisor:  Dwayne Colletti                         
Custodians: Lynne Colletti, John Baldwin 

Parish Office Hours 
       Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm 

     Friday 8:30am-1:00pm  
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Loving God, we give you thanks for all your gifts to us. All 
 that we are and all that we have comes from you. Grant us 

  the spirit of sacrifice so that, with  your continuing grace, we 
 may provide for the needs of our growing Community. Help  

 us to see that it is in giving that we receive and in 
   sacrificing that we become richer. May your spirit direct us 

   on our journey of faith and bless our plans and goals as 
  we strive to be bearers of  Your Will, Our  mission. AMEN 

 
 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00pm  

 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
6:30am, 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

 

 
 

LATIN MASS 
1st Sunday of each Month 6:30am 

 
 

DAILY MASS 
8:30am Monday-Saturday 

 
 

 CONFESSIONS 
Saturday 2:30-3:30pm 


